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“Mathematics is now understood to be of vital importance to the economy of this country. The first priority must be
to attract those who can become the most effective teachers of mathematics to join the profession. We need them to
inspire future generations to engage with the subject and discover the wealth of opportunities it can create”
Nigel Steele, IMA Honorary Education Secretary

What is a Maths Teacher Training Scholarship?
It’s a formal recognition of your potential to be an inspirational secondary maths teacher and future leader and will help you stand out when
applying for teaching posts.
It not only brings with it a tax free grant of £25,000 (replacing any teacher training bursary entitlement) but membership of a community where
you can share your highs and lows, experiences and queries.
You also gain two years free membership, including access to resources and events, of the Institute of Mathematics and its Applications, the
London Mathematical Society, the Royal Statistical Society and Mathematics in Education and Industry .
For more details go to www.ima.org.uk/careers/teacher_scholarships.cfm

Am I Eligible?
You can apply for a Scholarship if you;
• Have or expect to achieve a First, 2.1 or postgraduate degree
(Masters/PhD) in a subject with a strong mathematical
content (If you have a 2:2 you may also be eligible if you bring
significant relevant experience), OR
• Have completed or will complete a Maths Subject Enhancement
Course (SKE) prior to September 2014, OR
• Have a non-mathematical degree with extensive mathematical
professional experience
• Have accepted a place on, or are applying for, unsalaried
secondary mathematics initial teacher training in England*
• Qualify as a home student and be committed to teaching
in England
To apply go to http://www.ima.org.uk/careers/teacher_
scholarships/how_to_apply.cfm
*Please note that this scheme is funded by The Department for Education which has responsibility for teacher training in England only. This responsibility has been
devolved to the Scottish, Welsh and Northern Ireland Governments.

“The whole process has helped me think about why it is so important to have inspiring mathematics teachers,
how I could potentially become one, and develop my opinions on mathematics education”
Helen McCartney - 2013 Maths Scholar

Our Scholars
Last year’s Scholars came from a range of cultural backgrounds and educational experiences. What they all have in common is their passion for maths
and the commitment to share their knowledge and skills with others. As one of them put it – ‘I want to share the excitement of that wow moment’
Helen Castle – BSc Mathematics and Music (2.1) • Teacher Training Provider – Keele University
Helen wants to inspire young people to reach their full potential and help build confidence in their abilities by sharing her passionate belief that “maths is not
boring by showing that there’s more to life than textbooks”. As someone with dyslexia, she is keen to search for innovative methods of creative learning ensuring
that every child has the opportunity to learn practical applications of topics such as algebra and statistics that are important for everyday life. She applied for the
Scholarship “for the support and community in maths teachers it provides. The financial reward was also a great bonus for applying but it mostly was the support,
I know the next few years will be tough and we’ll need all the help we can get!”
Joanne Partington – BSc (Hons) Mathematics, Statistics and Computing (2.1) • Teacher Training Provider – Bath Spa University
After graduating Joanne worked as a Technical Software Developer before moving into IT consultancy and sales then becoming a self-employed business trainer.
She started to rethink her career after the growing publicity around children doing poorly in maths. “I believe that a great teacher possesses a passion to teach
and a skill for the subject matter; both are equally important. I recognise the life of a teacher is not always plain sailing; it takes time and dedication. I believe
you should never stop learning and I would like to pass on this enthusiasm to the next generation.”

What does the application process consist of?
In order to be offered a Scholarship you will need to successfully
progress though each of the following stages. Unsuccessful
applicants will be informed as soon as possible.
• Application form and short multiple choice/response
mathematics test – to be submitted by email
• Assessment Centre – to be held regionally and comprising
a one hour discussion group and a one hour written test to
assess your application of mathematical knowledge and
problem solving skills of broadly ‘A’ level standard
• Interview – 30 min formal interview to be held at regional centres

“I definitely gained a lot from the assessment process
and feel that each stage was great for my confidence.”
Sarah Cairns 2013 Maths Scholar

When should I apply?
There will be a series of application deadlines throughout the year.
2nd December 2013 • 20th January 2014
3rd March 2014 • 28th April 2014
16th June 2014 • 28th July 2014
You can apply before or after you have secured your place on a teacher training course, but
we strongly recommend that you submit your application as soon as possible.
Please note that the number of Scholarships we can reward is limited but not winning one
does not mean you cannot be an excellent teacher.

Related Links
If you’ve not done so already, we strongly recommend that you register on the Department
for Education’s ‘Get into Teaching’ web pages at www.education.gov.uk/getintoteaching.
You will receive all the latest news and information about getting into teaching as well as
access to exclusive one-to-one advice and events as part of their Premier Plus service.
The government’s teacher training website: www.education.gov.uk/getintoteaching

